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Dear members of the Columban Family and Friends.

Welcome to this our first issue of e-Kaulotu. For the past 
15 years or so we have been publishing ‘Kaulotu,’ a 
magazine that endeavoured to tell the story of Fiji 
missionaries from different missionary congregations 
working on mission overseas. This idea lasted for a few 
years. As it became more difficult to obtain missionary 
stories from other Congregations, we Columbans kept the 
magazine going. It focused on our own missionary stories 
written by Fijian Columban priests, students and Lay 
missionaries overseas. Kaulotu was published roughly 
once every quarter. 

The most recent editions of Kaulotu were dedicated to 
our young students training to be Columban missionary 
priests; to interfaith dialogue; to the silver jubilee of our 
Columban Companions in Mission. There were issues on 
Ecology, Vocations, Youth and many other themes. 
Kaulotu was widely circulated in Fiji, especially to our 
secondary schools. It has been well received.

Fr. John McEvoy

Country Leader- Fiji.
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With the advent of social media and the changes of 
personnel in our Mission Office, we decided to continue 
Kaulotu while making some changes. We will bring out 
some editions electronically, while aiming to publish a 
hard copy of Kaulotu for Mission Sunday. So we welcome 
this first e-Kaulotu. We hope you will enjoy reading the 
articles by missionaries here in Fiji and overseas.
We have just celebrated the fifth anniversary of the 
publication of Laudato Si. Pope Francis has dedicated a 
year to Laudato Si from 24th May 2020 to 24th May 2021. 
We initiated a Columban Eco Challenge Project from late 
February to late August this year.  So this edition of e-
Kaulotu has strong echoes of ecological spirituality. I am 
grateful too for the reflections of our students who have 
completed their Spiritual Year of Formation in the 
Philippines and in Fiji. 

As we launch this new venture I would like to express 
deep appreciation to former editors, lay out artists, 
photographers, and article writers of Kaulotu. Thanks to 
Frs Tom Rouse and Donal McIlraith, Visenia Navelinikoro, 
Mariana Waqa and others for their dedication over the 
years. I also welcome Vitalina Vukinagauna as our new 
Communications Officer in the Mission Office. Vitalina is 
responsible for giving birth to this first edition of e-
Kaulotu.  

Editorial
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  OF 

ST. COLUMBAN
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A Personal Reflection on my 
Thirty days retreat

Mosese Wasai Yacalevu

During Columban seminary formation there is a spiritual year after
the study of philosophy. It is different. There are no exams but the
seminarian is especially guided in prayer. A thirty days retreat is the
climax of this spiritual year. Here, Mosese Yacalevu from Labasa
shares his experience of this unique retreat.

Initially, I was worried about the thirty days’ retreat. I did not fully
trust myself to stick it out. But on my first night I challenged myself.
I wrote in bold letters on the whiteboard in my room, “In all that I
do, with you, through you and in you, O Lord.” This personal prayer
kept me focused. It became a firm foundation for the retreat.

Praying with the scriptures helped me to understand the life of
Jesus. It drew me closer to God. The people who came into contact
with Jesus also became my guide pointing me to the goodness of
Jesus in everything he says and does. I was overwhelmed with joy
as I meditated on the life of Christ. Some bible figures challenged
me as they guided me to change my life. Mother Mary spoke to me
of facing my fears and Simon Peter called me to take risks freely in
my life.

I imagined myself standing with Jesus in the Jordan River as God
identified Him as His beloved son, with whom He was well pleased.
I began to appreciate how imagination can help us pray. For that I
am sincerely grateful. Journeying with the Lord Jesus brought me
deep consolation with feelings of joy and gratitude. On the other
hand, I also experienced desolation at times in my prayer. Then I
made scripture phrases my personal mantras, for example, ‘Do
whatever he tells you, Moji’, ‘Take courage, Moji, it is I, do not be
afraid’ etc. These overturned my fears and doubts in the difficult
times.

Daily spiritual direction with a priest brought me profound insights.
I tried to approach these sessions with simplicity and honesty. I felt
vulnerable at times and yet I became stronger in faith. Trusting in
my own self and in my Director caused my self-doubt to drop away.
I believe that God was working in us both. I was then able to look at
sin in the context of God’s unconditional love and enduring mercy.
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I reflected on my family and on my personal experiences. I
shed tears then. I came to see how my life changed through
the years and how God has worked in me. I felt more
genuinely alive. I stopped pretending to God and to those
around me. This was the authentic Mosese. I didn’t mind
being vulnerable in front of my peers any more.

Moreover, I need to be humble in order to walk in the
presence of the Lord. This for me means to be dedicated to
the poor and marginalized in society. I must be present to
them as I share the love of Christ with them. One bible
verse that I felt in love with is taken from Sirach 4:4, ‘A
beggar’s request, do not reject; do not turn your face away
from the poor.’ The essence of life is to love. The poor have
suffered a great deal and Jesus is asking me to love them.

In summary, my retreat experience changed me deeply.
The Holy Spirit has brought me to deep self-discovery in
my life in the course of the 4 weeks. Reflecting on the
scriptures has deepened my relationship with God. For
that I am sincerely grateful.
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Some of the chapels here are quite small and very simple and they are 
still developing. I noticed that they really treasure every little thing 
they have and they always try their best to get together and glorify 
God in the best way they can. It was a grace filled and an enriching 
experience for me to spend Christmas with the people here. My 
experience with them brought me to a deeper reflection on the 
experience of Mary, Joseph and the Magi’s in the stable during the 
birth of Jesus. I could see some resemblance, in the experience of 
people in this community to the life of Mary, Joseph and the Magi. Like 
Mary, Joseph and the Magi, these people are always prepared to 
receive Jesus at any place regardless of the condition.

This will enable me to follow my star and persevere in constantly 
seeking and serving Christ in the people I encounter regardless of who 
they are and the situations they are living in. I am really blessed to be 
in this strange culture which I know will help me to be a better 
Columban missionary. As Columban himself said,“ A life different from 
ours is our best teacher. ” To conclude, I would like to thank my 
extended family, friends and benefactors and you all for your 
unending prayers, generosity and sacrifice. Let us pray for each other 
in order to allow Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, to be in the center of 
our lives and everything that we do. 

From  the Chapels of Lima

.

.

immerse myself with the 
people here in the Parish 
where the Columbans are 
serving. Generally, people in 
this community are not that 
rich but they are really friendly 
and very accommodating. I 
just love the simplicity of their 
lifestyles and their way of 
being “a Church”. Each parish 
has many “chapels” which is 
where people gather and 
worship. 

Iowane Naio with his family in Lima

Iowane Naio

I need to be a man of hope like the Magi

I am Iowane Naio from Fiji, a 
Columban seminarian. I 
joined the Columban 
Formation Program in 2014, 
I studied for two and a half 
years in the Pacific Regional 
Seminary in Fiji before 
moving to the Philippines in 
2016 to continue my 
theological studies. At the 
moment, I am in Lima, Peru, 
for my First Mission 
Assignment. I arrived here in 
Lima on the 8th of June, 2019 
and hope to be here until 
2021. I had to go to Bolivia in 
order to learn the Spanish 
language. I spent 5 months 
and two weeks in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia 
studying Spanish. Then I 
came back here in Lima and I 
began to 
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“A life different from ours is our best teacher. ”  
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Iowane and Saula helping out with Caritas, Lima during this 
lockdown restrictions 



How can we be people of the Eucharist if there 
is no Eucharist. Fr. Pat Colgan

access to Mass, except 
online. The ideas for the 
seminar were prepared by a 
liturgist Sr Carmel Pilcher, 
who had given input to our 
2 Spiritual Year students a 
few weeks previously. We 
learnt that ‘liturgy’ 
originally meant ‘work of 
the people’ (in civic 
society), and obviously now 
means our sacred priestly 
work as the baptised

From Monday 11th to 
Wednesday 13th May 2020,  a 
small group of Columban 
companions represented by 
myself, Josefa Vasakula
(National  Coordinator) and 
LM Jennifer (Jake) Lunor led a 
workshop, in Fijian, on the 
meaning of the Liturgy, 
especially the Eucharist, given 
that we are in a time when the 
vast majority of Catholics are 
being denied 
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liturgy in 4 equal ways: (1) in 
assembly (community) gathered 
in his name

(2) in the person of the minister 
(priest or his delegate)

(3) in his word

(4) under the Eucharistic species
(GIRM  27).

At this time of COVID, although 
we longer have the Eucharistic 
species being shared, or the priest 
presiding, we still have vibrant 
family communities 

in offering our thanks to God 
and our service to the 
community, especially the 
poor. We recalled Vatican II’s 
famous statement: ‘The 
Liturgy is the summit 
toward which the Church is 
directed . . .. . . at the same 
time it is the source from 
which all the Church’s 
power flows’   (CSL 10) and 
asked the villagers to share 
about the importance of their 
own water source and the 
summit on which their elders 
had built the church. We also 
recalled that Christ is 
present in the

Fr. Pat, Jake ( LM) with Columban Companions in Dogoru, Labasa.
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who share the word of God together, so in no sense has Christ withdrawn from us.In fact, this may be a graced time for us to re-emphasize
those aspects of the liturgy which were underestimated in our overemphasis on the role of the priest, and/or the fact of ‘receiving
communion’.

In our second session, we looked at the meaning of Christian sacrifice (given the Mass is often called ‘the Holy Sacrifice’). As opposed people
“sacrificing” chocolate in order to lose weight or gain money, Christian sacrifice is always a loving act for someone else and it is all those acts
that we bring to Mass every Sunday, and that are gathered up in Christ’s supreme loving act of giving himself to the Father and to us. Those
loving acts have not stopped in the time of COVID, in fact they have intensified. In the final session, ‘Bread Broken and Shared’, we
remembered Pope Benedict XVI’s phrase ‘Love for the poor and liturgy go hand in hand, love for the poor is liturgy.’ In fact, “Only from
the Eucharist, from the prophetic gesture of the breaking of the bread, can the Christian communities renew their awareness that the church
cannot be the body of Christ where Christians fail to turn away from egoism and refuse to share their goods with the poor. That which is not
shared with others in communion is taken from others in injustice”.

(Boselli: Spiritual Meaning of Sacrifice, 205-6)

The villagers of Doguru were very grateful for this time of renewal, and although we could only accommodate 15 people because of
restrictions or neither could we celebrate the Eucharist, they felt empowered to carry the teaching to their own communities, so that when
Mass does resume, we will hopefully all think and act differently about it. We’ll leave the last word to St Augustine (a sermon to the newly
baptised):

“If, you are the body of Christ and His members, your mystery has been placed on the Lord’s table, you receive your mystery”. You
reply “Amen” to that which you are…. Be a member of the body of Christ so that your “Amen” may be true!
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After the promotion talks, 
we had a Come and See 
Program for interested 
students wanting to know 
more about the Columban 
Life and Mission. The hall at 
the Women’s center was 
made available to me for my 
Come and See program and 
meetings with the students. 
Some of the interested 
students who have been 
coming regularly have taken 
the IQ tests and three have 
started their 
accompaniment process.

Due to the Corona Virus 
pandemic worldwide, Fiji had 
also been affected, there were 
cases of infections, Fiji was in 
lockdown, the boarders were 
closed, this has left me with no 
option but to extend my stay in 
Kiribati. It has been a blessing for 
me and I have seen that God has 
hidden plans for me, to keep 
promoting Columban vocations 
and to have more time to 
accompany students well. 

Kiribati, my second home !

Vocations from Kiribati during this challenging 
Pandemic virus all over the world!

Visiting the elderlies and 

anointing of the sick

Giving a vocation talk in school

“ God has hidden plans 
for me, to keep 
promoting Columban 
vocations ”

On the 19th of March, I left Fiji 
for Kiribati on a journey to 
promote Columban vocations 
to the Catholic High Schools, 
Catholic Pastoral Institute in 
Tarawa and in the neighboring 
islands. It’s always amazing 
coming to Kiribati. Since this is 
my 4th year visiting for 
vocation promotions and a 
there has been great support 
from Paul Mea, the Bishop of 
Tarawa and Nauru. There has 
also been great support from 
the Missionary of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus (MSC) in Tarawa 
who provided accommodation, 
transport and helped in 
organizing the schools and 
communicating with the school 
chaplains. It makes promotion 
possible when we have the 
contact person and their 
willingness to help in 
promoting Columban vocations 
in Kiribati.
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I visited eight high schools in 
Tarawa and the island of Abaiang
which is about 10mins flight to the 
north. The responses from the 
schools was always great. They 
attended in big numbers especially 
the forms six’s and sevens. The 
brochures are distributed with our 
vocations edition on the Kaulotu. 
There were also different video clips 
of Columban mission in the different 
countries

Fr. Willie with  students of Kiribati 

Pastoral Institute

Fr. William Lee
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I was assigned in the masses in the 
main Parish while the other two 
MSC priests were able to go to the 
communities and further north of 
Tarawa island to celebrate the 
Eucharist. 

The other advantage that I have 
seen in Kiribati that I am able to 
go to schools and give talks, 
celebrate masses with people 
during the week and also on 
Sundays because Kiribati is also 
a Covid -19 free zone in the 
South Pacific. It is also a blessing 
to have great support from the 
people. The people are so 
generous, they took good care of 
me during this challenging 
moment. I continued promoting 
vocations and also helped in the 
parish of St Joseph, Bikenibeu,

“ My extended stay in Kiribati has 
been both good and a blessing for 

me.”
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Fr. Gabi, MSC, Fr. Willie and Fr. Martin. MSC

Celebrating Mass with the Marist Community on Marcellin Champagnant Day.
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I hope for the best in whatever 
comes along the way, when the 
whole world is slowly 
recovering and going back to 
normality in God’s own timing. 
Reflecting on the Coronavirus, 
it has taught me and the whole 
world to slow down, and to 
reflect more on the important  
of our life here on earth. It has 
helped me to see as well how 
we should take good care of our 
planet earth and one another. 
The lockdown has limited the 
people from what they used to 
do every day, people were 
finding it difficult to go outside. 
They have limited space and 
time. This caused a lot of 
depression and stress.

The “Cannot go Out” is a lesson 
for us to go inside ourselves 
with more discernment and 
reflections and acknowledge 
and recognize God in us.

May God Bless You All where 
ever you are. 

Thank you for your continuous 
prayers and support for 
Columban missionary vocations 
in the South Pacific.
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Blessing of the new MPs and their 

wives after their elections

Fr. Willie saying mass  on Palm 

Sunday in Tarawa.

It has also brought back 
memories of my experiences 
during my First Mission 
Assignment in Santiago, Chile 
where I served for eight years as 
a parish priest. The experiences 
I have with the people of St. 
Joseph’s Parish, Bikenibeu, 
Tarawa has also allowed me 
learn the basics of the Kiribati 
language so that I communicate 
better. Hopefully, one day I will 
be able to celebrate the full mass 
in the local language. One of my 
highlights was the Holy Week 
celebrations. It was moving to 
see the faith of the people in 
Kiribati through the 
celebrations. It has renewed and 
strengthened my prayer life and 
hope for Fiji that the virus will 
be healed by God’s grace. The 
liturgy in Kiribati is just so 
uplifting because everyone 
participates in the singing 
during the mass. Their beautiful 
traditions and culture are still 
well preserved. 

“ Right now, I don’t know how 
long I will be stranded in 
Kiribati. Kiribati is my second 
Home.”

Stations of the Cross on Good Friday
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In Gratitude of 25years of  Priesthood

and discovered the relevant 
missionary gifts he had which 
enabled him suitable to be a 
missionary priest After 
ordination, he served in Lomary 
Parish as an assistant to Fr.  
Gerard Hurley (RIP) for 8 
months. He was then assigned to 
Peru in September 1995. While 
there, he served in one of the 
poorest Parish  (el Monton) in 
the outskirt of Lima, a densely 
populated area of about 30,000 
people where he was challenged 
to show God’s love in solidarity 
with the poor. 

spent abroad, as well as 
some time in Fiji. He was 
the first Columban to start 
in our formation program in 
1985 and successfully 
continued on until he got 
ordained on October the 
10th, 1994 at the 
Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Lami. His first 
mission assignment (FMA) 
prior to his ordination was 
in Bahia, Brazil. Here, he 
learnt to speak Portuguese, 

On Saturday the 21st of 
December 2019, more than 200 
guests and friends joined 
Fr. Iowane Gukibau’s family to 
celebrate his 25th Silver Jubilee 
as a Columban missionary priest. 
At his anniversary Mass, he gave 
thanks to God for the grace and 
love which he has been blessed 
with, through those who have 
supported him, accompanied 
him and prayed for him during 
his 25 years of service in the 
priesthood, which was mostly 
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Fr Donal McIlraith , Fr. Iowane Gukibau

& Fr. Alan Finn MC  
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Vitalina Vukinagauna

Fr. Iowane with Archbishop Peter Loy 
and his family.

A Moment of Grace and Thanksgiving



Program was disrupted in 
2016 when our students 
were sent to the 
Philippines with Fr. 
Felisiano, but Fr. Iowane
remained in Fiji as Rector 
for the remaining 
students until he was 
reassigned to Peru in 
April 2019.

In the year 2000, he was 
appointed as formation director 
in the Region of Peru and 
returned to Fiji in 2006 for 
vocation promotion work. He 
was then, sent for further 
studies in 2010 to Gregorian 
University in Rome, where he 
obtained a licentiate (Magna 
Cum laude) in Mission theology, 
and upon his return, taught 
theology and church history at 
Pacific Regional Seminary for 
five years. While in Columban 
formation at Nasese and 
lecturing at PRS, he surprisingly 
took on the responsibility as 
Parish Priest of St. Pius X 
Raiwaqa from 2013 to 2015. He 
ran pastoral care and 
evangelization programs in 
alignment with the vision of our 
new Archbishop Peter Loy 
Chong. Fr. Iowane was also 
privileged and happy to have 
been part of the organizing 
committee in 2015 to celebrate 
the 1400th Anniversary of the 
death of St. Columban (615).  In 
2018, he also played an 
important role for the 
Centennial celebrations of the 
founding of Columbans (1918), 
which was a historical, 
significant and unforgettable 
moment of joy for him and the 
Columban family throughout the 
world. Our Columban Formation 

Fr. Iowane extends his 
sincere gratitude and 
blessings to all those who 
have been part of his faith 
journey as a missionary 
priest: to his family, the 
Columbans, friends and 
relatives, and all those 
people of good will who 
have moulded and 
contributed generously to 
making him become the 
person he is today.

Fr. Pat, Fr. Carlo and Fr. Iowane
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Fr. Iowane at a house blessing in Peru 
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Fr. Iowane blesses a house in Lima 
during the 

Covid-19 restrictions.



Fr Donato led us in a 
workshop entitled 
'Marian Ecological 
Spirituality' - a synopsis of 
his Roman thesis - which 
tied a traditional Fijian 
closeness to the land 
(vanua) with an equally 
strong Marian devotion 
among our Catholics. He 
did agree that our 
Wailoku soil and climate 
was not the best for 
vegetable growing but 
gave great advice about 
planting in raised boxes 
or furrows so to avoid the 
worst dampness of our 
wet climate. We hope we 
will bring forward these 
theological and practical 
learnings in whatever 
places and gardens we 
will be assigned to in the 
future.

Paula husking coconuts 

Paula Suka showing their backyard farm

The setting of St Joseph's 
Retreat House at the Vincentian 
Formation property in Wailoku, 
Suva, made a perfect 
atmosphere for living close to 
nature during our Spiritual 
Year. We nestle in the foothills 
of the forests of Naitasiri and 
receive our water from a local 
source pumped up by the 
Vincentian students. From the 
beginning of the year, we made 
it our business to live as simply 
as possible, to use the land for 
planting - and so we cleared 
ground for dalo, cassava and 
some green vegetables whose 
seedlings we put in clay-filled 
wooden boxes, as suggested to 
us by Fr Donato Kivi SM. We 
also recycled all our 

organic waste in a home-made 
plot we had covered with 
roofing iron, and also 
organised our paper-bottle-tin 
waste in different bins. A big 
challenge in Suva, and Fiji in 
general, is the severe lack of 
rubbish recycling facilities. So 
even though we did separate 
our waste, there was no 
guarantee it would remain 
that way when brought to the 
Lami dump. 

Elia Poasa sorting out the recycled 

materials

Fr. Pat Colgan
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Gardening

Paula Waqa““ If you don’t plant any yams this month, grandson, this same month next year you will ask yourself why am I 
hungry, and why others are complaining?” This was a word of an old man to his grandson before he died in my 
village. Since we set foot in Wailoku, we strengthened our connectedness with nature by meditation and 
gardening. Gardening enriched our bond as brothers and our fellow creatures, through whose power we able 
to plant vegetables and root crops, with the humble help of Brother Rain and Sister Sun. We didn’t have to buy 
expensive vegetables in the market, nor any taro or cassava top to plant but we used the one we had as a way 
of cultivating nature again. At the end of the program and as I look at our garden now, I believe we won’t have 
to answer the question: “Why am I hungry, and why are others complaining?”
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“I would like us all to make a serious commitment to respect and 
protect, to be attentive to every person and creation, to counter the 

culture of waste and disposability, [and] to promote a culture of 
solidarity and of encounter.” 

(Pope Francis. General Audience June 5th, 2013)

We as the Columban Spiritual Year community in Wailoku Suva 
Fiji,have been doing our best to counter the “culture of waste” or the 

“throw away” culture. We recycled used products such as bottles 
empty milk packets and so forth. We reduced the use of plastics and 

had separate bins for plastics, empty cans and papers. Vegetable 
peelings, food wastes and other decomposable were put into a 

compost patch. These wastes decay, turn into soil and we used them 
as fertilizers in the vegetable and root crop gardens. 

As Fijians we are very much inter-connected to our environment 
and with creation. We depend on creation for survival and also for a 

sense of identity. During my spiritual year I have come to an 
awareness that God is present in his creation. We should trust in 
God with the way we depend on His creation, for our identity and 

our survival. God has freely given us His creation not to dominate it 
but to cultivate it. We are stewards of God’s Creation.     

Reclyingand composting 
project

eKaulotu June 2020
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Since childhood, Holy Thursday for me meant the washing of the feet.  I missed it this year when in accordance with the directives 
from Rome it was left aside. Nonetheless, its absence provoked a moment of reflection on the Gospel message. It was an opportunity to 
remember previous Holy Thursdays. I was taken back to my FMA experience in Peru in 2018. I was assigned to a community in the parish 
called Patria Nueva in Lima. It was one of the ever-expanding communities in the outskirts of the capital, Lima. A week before Holy Week, we 
held a meeting to discuss the upcoming liturgical events.

Aminiasi Ravuwai
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Archbishop Peter Loy with Rev. Aminiasi
after his deaconate in February 

the Chapel and suddenly twelve 
wheelchairs appeared in front 
of the altar! Seeing this, I knew 
that there was no other choice 
but to wash all twelve 
members’ feet. 

There would be no Mass due to 
the limited clergy members. 
This meant that I was to preside 
at the para-liturgy. Thinking 
that it would go along with the 
Gospel message, I suggested 
during the meeting that I would 
wash the feet of the first 
individual and then he/ she 
would carry on from there. The 
plan was to wash each other’s 
feet straight after the readings, 
before the reflection. I asked 
the others to “look for any
twelve individuals”, capable of 
washing the other person’s feet. 
The response from them was 
“Si Padre!”- yes Father! [Though 
a mere seminarian, I was given 
the honorary title of a priest]. 

On Holy Thursday the chapel, a 
simple lean-to, was filled to 
capacity with some standing 
outside. I stood up, read the 
Gospel to the best of my ability 
in Spanish and then signalled to 
the community leader that it 
was time for the washing of the 
feet. While wrapping the white 
towel around my waist, I 
sensed a lot of movement in
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Normally, people get 
themselves ready for the priests 
to wash their feet. This was not 
so in this case. With the twelve 
wheel-chaired individuals, I had 
to remove their shoes, followed 
by their socks [we all know 
what happens with peoples’ 
socks] and then the actual 
washing. It was a cool evening 
but by the time I finished my alb
was soaking wet and sweat was 
dripping from my forehead. My 
reflection on the Gospel that 
followed this ritual was 
understandably kept short. 

Communities gather for the veneration 

of the cross
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I find the experience a bit comical now but I vividly remember my 
thoughts and feelings that accompanied the washing. All I could 
think of were Jesus’ own words, ‘For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you’ echoing over and 
over again until I understood what was happening. These twelve 
people were strangers. I had never met them before. The act of 
getting down on my knees [terribly sore the next morning] and 
washing their feet was a way of embracing and living out my faith 
with and through others. It was as if the meaning of genuine 
service was manifested to me in that para-liturgy. The ritual 
invited me to take on humility, perseverance and fidelity. I may 
never know what effect it had on them. But as I moved from one 
person to the next there was a change happening within me. I was 
able to forget myself and think of those to whom minister in the 
community. It gave me a profound insight to the purpose of our 
gathering for Eucharist.

Naturally this yearning has intensified because of the imposed 
restrictions. Left unattended the longing could lead to anxiety, to an 
uncertainty about the future: Will Mass ever be the same again? What 
will become of our Eucharistic celebrations? But when seen through the 
lens of faith and reflected on in prayer, our present experiences can fuel 
our Christian hope.  The little altars upon which we share and experience 
the love of neighbour in these times, might be found to be crucial steps 
back to the One Altar of the supreme love sacrifice.    

Looking forward to the post-COVID 19 period, it is from such 
experiences that I see the possibility of regaining a deeper meaning from 
our liturgical celebrations. Liturgy becomes for me a gathering for the 
Eucharist not to celebrate a past event, but rather to encounter Christ in 
the present. The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life. The 
faithful long for the day when we can all gather again for the Eucharist.
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Our Mission Continues

Fr. Nilton Iman

I experienced this situation for three months. This pandemic has 
given me an opportunity to live quietly and become more aware 
of creation, family and friends, and quiet time for daily prayer. It
has given me time to think about, what is important regarding my 
relationship with others and I give thanks to God for that. I feel 
closer to them in my personal prayers and when I celebrate Mass. 
This pandemic is inviting us to become closer to people. 

We are living our everday life in unusual circumstances because of 
the COVID-19 and maybe it is easy to say that the obligatory 
lockdown is preventing us from living life normally. However, if we 
see this in a positive way, we can say that COVID-19 has given us a 
new opportunity to think about how we are living! Here in Peru, 
the president has extended the obligatory lockdown six times. 

This lockdown has also given me time to think about what is
important, regarding my relationship with others and I give thanks 
to God for that. I feel closer to them in my personal prayers and 
when I celebrate Mass.When the pandemic is over, we will be able to 
see the blue sky again, hear again the birds singing, watch the plants 
grow. Maybe, before we didn’t have time for that. Here, God is 
showing us his creation and inviting us to reflect more and to care 
for creation.

Before this pandemic, many family members didn't have time to see 
one another because of their busy schedules. Many families are 
spending a lot of time together now. This pandemic is helping us to 
strenthen our family relationships. Although I am far away from my 
Mission, it does not stop me from reaching out to people there. I still 
find time to send greetings through messages, phone calls and video 
calls.
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and cultures. Discovering 
that we can work in 
harmony and build 
friendship despite our 
differences is such an 
amazing and enriching 
experience. One thing that I 
will never forget is, when a 
close friend who used to 
accompany me died 
suddenly. I felt I had lost a 
sister and a friend, in the 
person of Caroline Thoman, 
an Indian woman who lived 
nearby. She often visited me 
at home and showed 
concern about my day-to-
day life. She often called and 
to tell me “I have something 
for you Jinky, I will drop by 
your place, Acha!” She loved 
to tell stories, took me 
around and introduced me 
to her friends and relatives.

I truly appreciated her 
kindness and generosity. Her 
simple gestures of love 
inscribed in my heart, inspired 
me how to persevere in the 
mission and be more life-giving 
in my daily encounters with 
others.

My Two years experience at Christ the King, Ba.

My missionary journey in Fiji 
has made me realize that 
mission is about witnessing, 
sharing life and faith 
experiences to one another. It is 
about building authentic and 
meaningful relationships, 
regardless of our diverse family 
origins, faith backgrounds and 
cultural traditions.

With the children of Votua

Jinky with Caroline Thoman (RIP)

Christ the King parish is a 
Columban parish located in 
the Western part of Fiji in the 
middle of Ba town which 
consists of about 600 families. 
Surrounding the parish is St. 
Teresa Catholic School is a bus 
station, a market, grocery 
stores, a mosque and a 
Methodist church. It has 21 
communities, seven on the 
coastal area, eight from the 
highlands and six from the 
town area. Due to its 
geographical setting, one 
needs a vehicle to visit the 
communities or take the bus 
and hit the dusty roads leading 
to the villages. I used to visit 
two villages on the coast and 
help with parish Faith 
Formation Programs.

I worked with some people in 
the villages by facilitating 
catechetical instructions for 
the children, due to make 
their First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation and Rites of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
program. I also participated 
in parish activities, church 
organizations and ministries. 
I made friends with children, 
youth, men and women and 
people from different beliefs 

Jinky during one of her classes with 

the children of Nawaqarua

Evangeline Ucol
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There were twelve teams 
registered with sponsors. 
Money raised will be dedicated 
to our Pacifican Seminarians 
and Lay Missionaries. We 
invited teams to participate in 
healing the damage to air, 
water, land plants and animals. 
The teams were asked to find 
ways they can contribute to 
reduce warming of the 
atmosphere, the pollution in 
the seas and rivers, restore 
health to the soil, nurture 
plants and animals. We were 
just three weeks into the 
project, when Fiji was affected 
with the Coronavirus. There 
were restrictions to 
movements and gathering of 
people. This disrupted our 
group activities on the project. 
However, some teams never 
gave up, they continued with 
backyard farming, cleaning of 
the rivers, planting of trees and 
flowers. Some individuals did 
their own planting. The 
following teams showed 
interest: Earthworms, Thorn 
birds, Greenies, Kulawai, Real 
Patriot, St. Patrick, Rhanella, St. 
Peter Channel, St. Joseph the 
Worker- Sparkle, Gusunituba
and Camanivanua. 

“ 

Our planet earth is ailing 
and perhaps even dying 
because we humans are 
plundering and polluting 
it. We presume that it will 
always be a giving mother 
to us. But our children are 
discovering that we are 
not thinking of them. But 
our sick mother de earth 
will not be able to give all 
the children what they 
need for life.

This year 2020, in line with 
Pope Francis’ call to 
Conversion and one of the 
prepositions and new 
directions coming from the 
Archdiocesan Synod here in 
Fiji is “Care for the Earth.”
We launched a project in 
March: "Columban Eco-
Challenge 2020”. The theme 
was: Our World, Our 
Environment, 
Our Responsibility!!

Jinky Ucol with St. Peter Chanel team 
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Jake with  the Real Patriot 
team



Fr. Pat Colgan
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Since labourers from the Indian subcontinent started coming to Fiji 
under the colonial indenture system (1879-1914), the small number 
of Catholics among them brought a strong devotion to the Italian Saint 
Anthony, a Franciscan friar of the twelfth century. It is not clear how 
such a devotion had become strong in India and how it managed to 
survive in the harsh working conditions among the cane fields of Fiji, 
but every year, on the Sunday closest to 13th June, a procession of the 
statue has been held at Raviravi, which has a church dedicated to the 
saint and is part of the Columban parish of Ba. Due to the COVID 19 
restrictions, it had been decided to cancel the celebration, a cause of 
dismay to many Indo-Fijian Catholics, but suddenly, with the partial 
lifting of curfew by the Fijian PM, it became possible to have the 
procession and Mass one week late. We duly observed the 20-persons 
rule, and instead of 4 men carrying a very large statue, we all – men, 
women and children – took turns carrying a smaller statue of St 
Anthony around the church three times. 

No one quite knows why that number was chosen in tradition, but 
the statue becomes an object of particularly Indian ritual when it 
reaches the end, with women, couples and families wave a flaming 
camphor (‘aarti’) bowl in front of it, and leave money at the saint’s 
feet. That money is considerable, and is often sent by Fijian expat 
Catholics in the US and ANZ in thanksgiving for their new life there. 
St Anthony had a keen desire to preach to the Muslims in Morocco 
but a storm blew his ship to the island of Sicily and from there 
began a different career of preaching, with great success, to 
Christians in both Italy and France. Sometimes we too want to do 
‘great and public’ things for God in civic and global life, but COVID 
has taught us the importance of being at home, that the preaching 
of the Gospel always “begins from Jerusalem”, as we often say in 
Fiji. 

We thanked St Anthony for the way he has protected us from any 
Fijian COVID deaths, we prayed for all who kept this devotion alive 
in times of coups and floods, and we asked that the saint who is 
always invoked to find lost objects may help us never the lose the 
one thing truly necessary – trust in God and love for his people. 
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St. Anthony’s day.

Reduced numbers a week delayed, the Saint still 

marches on in Fiji

Procession of  St. Anthony in Raviravi, Ba.
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