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Forging Fiji’s Future in Oceania 

has brought most of the world to a standstill has severely    affected 
our movements here too. To date we have been spared the worse 
consequences of this deadly virus. There are 5 confirmed   cases at 
this point in time in Fiji. The City of Lautoka is on  lockdown. But so 
too are our sea ports for passenger-travel as well as Nadi                 
International Airport. We are following the regulations put into 
place by the rest of the world. The Archbishop Peter Loy Chong 
wrote “Beginning today, Friday 20th March there will be strictly no 
Masses, devotions or Church gatherings of more than 20 people in 
the Church or communities”. Primary and Secondary Schools went 
on holiday two weeks before they were due to do so. The Regional 
Seminary suspended classes and the professors including Frs. Donal 
McIlraith and Pat Colgan teach their classes online.  

Yes, we have all slowed down!!! To quote what has now become a 
clique and what is quoted by everyone far and near ‘This is an       
unprecedented time for every country in the world’  

In spite of all the above this circular will cover a few significant 
events and happenings here.    

Greetings from Nasese!  

The 1st Fiji Circular was full of     
action where everyone seemed to 
be on the go after the start of the 
New Academic Year. The Regional      
Director, Trevor Trotter was here 
on a 3 weeks’ visitation to     
Columban members and visited our 
3  parishes (20th February until 14th 
March). His 1st duty here was to  
admit Aminiasi Ravuwai to             
Permanent Membership of the    
Society on evening of 21st February. 

Aminiasi Ravuwai’s Deaconate   
Ordination 22 February was    
memorable as well as the             
celebrations afterwards.  

But how quickly things can change. 
The Coronavirus (Covid 19) which 

Fr John McEvoy 

Country Leader, Fiji 

Fr John McEvoy in his office at   

Central House 
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It was attended by the Regional Director. The Theme of 
this Assembly was “Forging Fiji’s Future in Oceania”  
Topics covered were ‘Since Amalgamation and the      
Consequences of Amalgamation for Fiji – Structures,   
Finances, Parishes’ by the (Regional & Vice Directors); 
Vocations & Formation – Willie Lee and Naanise;           
Co-operation in Media and Fundraising – Vitalina    
Vukinagauna; Post Synod Development in the            
Archdiocese – Frank Hoare; IRD projects and JPIC      
activities – Priscilla Magdalin and Marjorie Engcoy.  

Lawyer, Barbara Malimali explains the importance of making a 

Will. 

COLUMBAN FIJI ASSEMBLY 9th—11th MARCH 2020 

In the afternoon of 11th March was given over 
to Barbara Malimali, lawyer who explained to 
us the importance of making a Will and using 
the right terminology so there won’t be any 
ambiguity later on regarding one’s intentions. 
She is still willing to help us with our Wills if 
she is required. There were lots of questions 
around this that she never got around talking 
about granting the ‘Power of Attorney’ to us. 
Thanks to the few that have since renewed 
their Wills. A gentle reminder to the rest. A 
copy of your will should be kept here in your 
file in Fiji, a copy should be sent to the Society 
Achieves and a personal copy.  

Group Work with (left) Naanise Mounga—Lay Missionary Coordinator, Fr. Teakare 

Betero, currently in St Pius Parish, Raiwaqa, Fr. John Joseph Ryan the Assistant 

Parish Priest from Holy Family Parish, Labasa with the Regional  Director Oceania, 

Fr. Trevor Trotter. 

Regional Director Oceania—Fr. Trevor Trotter  (standing) shares on the 

“Consequences of Amalgamation Fiji”. Seated is Fr. Frank Hoare the  Columban 

JPIC Coordinator—Marjorie  Engcoy  (Lay Missionary)  

presents on the JPIC projects. 
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Mereani and Latai w ho obta ined their  v isa s 
for the Philippines were due to leave on the 9th Feb 
via Hong Kong. But the Philippines were not        
allowing any passengers to enter via Hong Kong  
they had to be rerouted through Sydney. They left 
Fiji on Friday 21st Feb. They are now studying      
language in the SVD language school in Davao. But 
they are on lockdown in the school and can’t move 
out. Haiti Muller – 2nd term LM in the Philippines 
is at home in Tonga at the moment as her father has 
not been well. Naanise who had scheduled a ‘Come 
and See’ weekend on the 28th March has cancelled 
it. Vida Amor Hequilan, Columban LM Leadership 
Team, Coordinator, Hong Kong – was due to come 
on visitation to Fiji in May has also cancelled. In the 
meantime, Ling and Sophia (NZ) appointed to   
Britain are also stranded in New Zealand. Jinky, 
Jake and Lily – had their final evaluation on the 
24th – 26th Feb. Their 3-year term ends in June 

Our 2 seminarians on their 30 days retreat finished their first 
'repose day' (22nd March). Paula Suka (left) , Fr. Pat Colgan  Spir-

itual Year Socius and Elia Poasa (right) 

LM’s and COVID-19 

Elia Poasa and Paula Suka started their      
30-day Retreat directed by Fr Kelvin Barrett on  
Thursday 12th March and will end on Easter     
Sunday. They had their 1st Repose Day on Sunday 
22nd March. Reports coming from Wailoku are 
very positive at this point in time. Please continue 
to remember Elia and Paula, Frs Kelvin and the 
two Pats in your prayers at this anxious time. 

The two students Kyaw Zaw and Francis Xavier 
who are still studying Hindi with two teachers at 
the Central House – they were living with their 
host families (one in Wailoku and one in Nadera). 
They were enjoying and liking their experience liv-
ing and learning from their host Indo-Fijian fami-
lies.  But, due to the threat of Coronavirus it was 
decided that they come back and live in the 
Central House as off today Friday 27th 
March.  

Spiritual Year  

 Mereani Nailevu (left) and Latai Muller (right)  
FMA 

 Francis Xavier (left) Professor Salesh Kumar (middle) and 
Kyaw Zaw (right)  
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Fiji Website is taking shape. Vitalina the Mission Office Coordinator is working on getting the material and 
contents required for the Fiji Website – when complete the website will come alive under the umbrella and 
with the help and cooperation of the Columban Mission Centre, Melbourne. But to keep the website fresh, 
the help and cooperation of us all on the ground will be needed - JPIC, IRD, LMs Students, stories from the 
parishes will all be a must so that Mission Awareness can flourish even more in this part of Oceania.    

FIJI WEBSITE TAKING SHAPE 

ECO CHALLENGE PROJECT 

This project has got off the ground. The Theme is ‘Our world, our environment, our responsibility’ Funds 
raised will go towards the training of our Seminarians and Lay Missionaries. The Project started on March 
7th and will end June 5th (3 months’ duration). Twelve (12) Teams have signed up from our 3 parishes and 
the Columban Houses. Activities include: back yard farming, planting of trees, cleaning of drains,           
waterways and coastlines, the preservation of energy, recycling projects, planting of vegetables and     
flowers gardens. The Dept. of Agriculture are helping out by supplying of seeds and saplings This project 
maybe somewhat hindered and curtailed because of Covid 19. 

Vitalina with Country Leader, Fiji—Fr. John McEvoy 

 The “Real Patriot Team” from Dogoru, Labasa organized a river 
clean up  day, removing trash from the riverbank  and taking it 
to a fitting location for proper disposal. 

 “Team St. Peter Chanel” of Varadoli Community, Christ the King parish, 

Ba planting Ginger flower at Christ The King Parish compound  

Vitalina Vukinagauna—Mission Office Coordinator 
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AFFECTED TRAVELLERS DUE TO UNCERTAINTY 

Columban Missionaries,  

119 Queen Elizabeth Drive. Nasese, Suva. Fiji 

P. Box 2364 Government Building 

Suva. 

Phone: +679 330 290/330 291  

 

infofiji@columban.org.fj   

web@columban.org.fj 

Web: www.columban.org.fj 

Vocation Director. 

Email  : vocationssc@gmail.com 

Phone : +679 786 1899 

 

Columban Lay Missionary 

Email  : fijiclm@gmail.com 

Phone : +679 330 7408 

 

Editor:  Senimili Tuitoga 

Email: mtuitoga@columban.org.fj 

Others affected among us due to the uncer-
tainty of Travel in coming weeks/months:   

Fr. Nilton Iman is stranded in Peru – due back in 
Fiji last week on the 3rd week of March; Fr. Kelvin 
Barrett, Fr. Pat O’Beirne and Fr. Pat Colgan – after 
the completion of the 30-day retreat and the     
Spiritual Year. The students themselves Elia and 
Paula are due to be in Manila in June, Sophia and 
Ling – LM’s appointed to Britain and stranded in 
NZ – Fr. David Arms now in lockdown mode in 
NZ, Fr. William Lee – stranded in Tarawa,         
Kiribati, Fr. Teakare due in the Philippines in July. 
Jinky, Lily and Jake’s return home to the          
Philippines at the end of June. And of course those 
who are due home on overseas holidays this year  
may not be able to travel either. 

Christ the King Ba, Parish Priest—Fr. Nilton Iman still in Peru 

Fr. Willie Lee visiting the Kiribati Pastoral Institute in Tarawa. 

Fr. David Arms is in  Lower Hut,  

Wellington, New Zealand 

Fr. Kelvin  Barrett (left)  pictured 

with  Fr.  Paul Tierney  

Left: Fr. Pat O’Beirne  (Hong Kong) and Fr. Taaremon 

Matauea (Taiwan) cannot travel back due to COVID19 

Left: Fr. Palenapa and Haiti Muller are still in Tonga 
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Columban Gallery 

Region of Oceania- Fiji Assembly 2020  

Columban Fiji  Country Members pictured with the Regional Director Oceania (Fr. Trevor Trotter) at the end of the Country Assembly  

Fr. Willie Lee with the LM’s—Marjorie, Lily and Jake Fr. Frank Hoare  giving his presentation 

Jincky, Fr. John McEvoy, Vasa and Naanise  

having group discussion 

Fr. Willie Lee, Fr. Carlo, Fr. Kieran and Fr. J.J 

sharing on the presentations 
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Columban Gallery 

The Ordination to Deaconate for Rev. Aminiasi Ravuwai 

 The Ordination to Deaconate for three of our Pacifica men  with His Grace, from left; Aminiasi Ravuwai—
Missionary Society of St. Columban, His Grace, Archbishop Peter Loy Chong, Sanipate Iowane—Salesians of 
Don Bosco and Iosefo Wailoa—Diocese 


