
SCC REFLECTION: 2nd Sunday Year C. Jn. Fr Donal McIlraith 

TEXT. Jn 2:1-12. The Wedding of Cana. 

John Text. Jn 2:1-12. 

John.2 

[1]On the third day there was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there; 

[2] Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with his disciples. 

 

[3] When the wine failed, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." 

[4] And Jesus said to her, "O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has 

not yet come." 

[5] His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 

 

[6] Now six stone jars were standing there, for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 

[7] Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the 

brim. 

[8] He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the steward of the feast." 

So they took it. 

[9] When the steward of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not 

know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 

the steward of the feast called the bridegroom 

[10] and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have 

drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now." 

[11] This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

[12]After this he went down to Caper'na-um, with his mother and his brothers and 

his disciples; and there they stayed for a few days. 

  

Reflection. 

1. We noted that at this time in the liturgy, the Church celebrates 

the first three times that the divinity of Jesus was shown to the 

world, Magi (who worshipped Jesus), baptism (when the Father 

declared his divinity) and the wedding at Cana which is this 

Sunday’s gospel. 

2. A footnote on Jewish weddings. They were different from our 

weddings today and reflected the Jewish culture. They took 



place in 2 parts: (i) the engagement which was considered a 

legal marriage and (ii) the banquet. The banquet usually took 

place after about the year and the young couple were not 

allowed to live together until the banquet took place. The 

intervening year or so was a time for preparation. The wife 

prepared her trousseau, her robe and jewels etc. The husband 

had two tasks, firstly to prepare a house and then to prepare the 

banquet.  When all the preparations were done, the banquet was 

held. The wife, now dressed as a bride, came to the 

bridegroom’s house where the banquet lasted seven days and 

during it the union of the young couple took place 

3. It was the second part of the wedding, the banquet, to which 

Mary, Jesus and his disciples were invited. Mary was there first 

and then Jesus and his disciples arrived with his mother. Notice 

that John never uses the name Mary. He always calls Mary “the 

mother” or “his mother.” 

4. What the mother does: “They have no wine.” This is not 

surprising when a wedding goes on for a week. She brings the 

couples’ need to Jesus. Jesus calls her “woman” and tells her 

that his hour is not yet come. This “Hour” is the hour of his 

passion. Jesus calls his mother “Woman” (an honorific title) 

both here and at the cross (Jn 19:25-27). Mary appears at the 

beginning and end of his ministry. Here she shows herself to be 

mother to this young couple. On the cross Jesus announces that 

she is mother to us all “Behold, your mother.” 

5. Mary is asking Jesus to do the work of the bridegroom – provide 

the banquet, or at least an important part of it, the wine. Jesus 

says he cannot really work as bridegroom until after his passion. 

Mary is not put off and tells the servants to “Do whatever he 

tells you.”  These are her last recorded words in scripture. St 

Thomas Aquinas says that perfect holiness consists in obeying 

Christ in all things, Mary is showing us how to become holy. 

6. What Jesus does: He actually acts as bridegroom and supplied 

the wine by performing a miracle, the first recorded in John’s 

gospel. This miracle shows his glory, shows his divine glory. In 

the Old Testament God was the bridegroom and Israel was the 

wife and bride. All this is now being applied to Jesus by these 



actions of his. He truly is the bridegroom of the new Israel, the 

Church and his mother has revealed him to us as such. If this 

can happen before the “hour” how much more can we expect 

after it? The wine stands for the grace that Jesus brings leading 

us to the joy of everlasting life. 

 

Next week: Lk 1:1-4. 4:14-21 


