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Interreligious Dialogue Awareness Activity with students at Marist Brothers High School, 
Carew St, Flagstaff, Suva. Year 9 and year 10.  

I conducted an awareness session on Interreligious Dialogue with high school students. 
The objective of this activity was to promote understanding, respect, and dialogue 
between different religious traditions, encouraging students to develop a more inclusive 
and open-minded approach to diverse faiths. The presentations were interactive, allowing 
for questions, discussions, and reflections throughout the session. The day’s activity 
concluded with two more classes being added to the schedule, which I managed to cover 
within the same day. The students were also encouraged to reflect on their own beliefs 
and how they could engage with others from different faith traditions in a constructive 
and positive manner.  The activity not only helped students gain a better understanding of 
interfaith dialogue but also encouraged them to reflect on their own attitudes towards 
others with different beliefs. I look forward to conducting further sessions and expanding 
on this important topic.  

Students were amazed to hear on Interreligious dialogue awareness on respecting other 
religions.  

 

 

 

More students showed their interests to hear on Interreligious Dialogue is way forward to 
peace. 



 

Students engaged in discussions and shared they have seen many religious symbols/temples. 

  

 

An invitation from the Fiji Muslim Youth Movement: Interfaith Iftar Meal and Prayer. On 
the 15th of March 2025, I had the privilege of being invited to join the Muslim community 
for the Iftar meal and prayer as part of their observance of Ramadan. It was a blessing where 
different faiths came together in unity and understanding to foster peace and harmony 
among all communities. I participated in the communal prayer, where members of the 
Muslim faith shared their reflections and prayers in honour of the holy month of Ramadan. 
The atmosphere was warm and welcoming, providing a space for genuine connection and 
shared spiritual reflection. It was a reminder of our shared values and the beauty of 
interfaith cooperation. I am grateful to continue these interfaith exchanges in the future, 
strengthening the bonds of friendship and understanding between our communities.                 

 

Fiji Muslim League (youth group) organized the iftar prayers and meals.  

Student (Muslim 
faith) explains to the  
catholic students the 
traditions of entering 
a Mosque, how they 
pray and fast during 
Ramadhan.  

 



 

The members of the Muslim community praying in honour of the holy month of Ramadan. 

 

 

Fiji Muslim League (youth group) and members from various faith group attended the 
session. 

 Inter-Religious Dialogue presentation, reflection on my leadership, motivation and the 
connection between the faiths and interfaith work. Location: Pacific Theological College, 
Suva. On the 26th of March 2025, I was invited by the senior Lecturer at PTC, Dr. Melanie 
Barbato and here I had the privilege to share my experience and insights on Inter-Religious 
Dialogue as an apostolate working with different religions. Additionally, I shared my role in 
leadership and motivation as a Christian, specifically in organizing spiritual activities aimed at 
promoting unity and collaboration between different faith groups. This dialogue also aimed 
to address misconceptions and prejudices that often exist between different religious 
communities.  In conclusion, my session at Pacific Theological College served as both an 
introduction and a call to action for the students to engage in inter-religious to foster peace, 
promote mutual understanding, and lead with empathy and respect, we can help create 
more harmonious world. In conclusion, my session at Pacific Theological College served as 
both an introduction and a call to action for the students to foster peace, promote mutual 
understanding, and leading with empathy and respect, we can help create a more 
harmonious world. 



 

 

PRS Students gathered to enter into an important topic on “Interreligious Dialogue.” 

 

Dr. Melanie (left) with students: Let’s strive together to build love, justice and peace with 
keen interests seen in Interreligious Dialogue that builds good relationship. 

 Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk in Suva. On Saturday 29th March 2025, the Interfaith holy 
Pilgrimage event brought members from various religious traditions engaged in a shared 
experience of reflection and gathered to learn more about one another’s religion. The event 
began with an opening prayer by a Muslim member offering a prayer in her faith and 
tradition invoking God's strength and guidance and emphasizing the importance of building 
relationships and peace among diverse faiths. Participants from the respective faiths were 
from The Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints, Shri Sanatan Dharm, The Catholic and 
Anglican Church members, Fiji Muslim League, and students and Lecturers from the Pacific 
Theological College gathered to visit four different places of worship: Sanatan temple 
(Hindu), Jame Masjid Mosque (Muslim), The Church of Jesus Christ latter Day Saints 
(Christian) and a Catholic church. The pilgrims joined the walk to foster greater mutual 
respect and understanding, to promote peace and harmony among different faith 
communities. As participants walked from one sacred site to another, spiritual hymns were 
sung, creating a sense of unity and reverence throughout the pilgrimage. A religious leader 
was at every worship place to explain their practices and beliefs to the pilgrims and prayers 
for peace, love and understanding to build unity among different faiths was observed at 
every temple which helped them connect and deepen their own faith. We proceeded to the 



last destination to the Catholic Church where Fr. Micheal Kumar shared about the history, 
teachings, and practices of the Catholic faith. The Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk enriched and 
demonstrated the power of coming together in mutual respect, learning from each other’s 
beliefs, and fostering a spirit of unity.  

 

Pilgrims assembled to prepare themselves to enter the worship place at the 1st destination: 
Sanatan Shiv (Hindu)Temple. 

 

 

 

Pilgrims began their walk with a prayer for peace and unity, seeking blessings and 
guidance among all religions. 

 

 



 

Prayer led by the member from the Muslim community in their tradition and culture. 

 

 

The religious leader Pt. Darmen welcomes and explains on the practices and belief. 

 

 

Pt. Darmen explains Hindu practices and beliefs, and few questions were raised by the 
pilgrims. 

 



The pilgrims are on their way to the second destination: Jame Masjid (Mosque). 

 

   At 
Jame Masjid: Pilgrims are ready to enter and learn more about different faiths and listen 
to their religious leaders’ words of wisdom. 

 

The Maulvi explains the overview of Islam faith to the pilgrims. 



Reflection and short prayer for Peace led by Maulvi. 

 

Group of interfaith members ready to enter Mosque: different faiths participated in the 
holy Walk. 

 

Pilgrims on their way to the 3rd destination: The Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints. 

 

 



LDS Church: The pilgrims were welcomed by their President and invited to take seat inside 
the Chapel to hear their core teachings and history.  

 

 

 

Group picture: different faiths inside the Latter-Day Saints chapel. 

 

 

 

 

The President and their member share their mission work to the pilgrims. 

 

 



 

Pilgrims are on their way to the 4th destination: St. Joseph the Worker Parish on their way 
in search of God. 

 

 

 

Pilgrims hear on the practices and beliefs of the Catholic tradition teachings. 

 

 

 

The Parish priest from catholic church: Fr. Micheal Kumar welcomes the groups and 
explains on the sacraments, a peace prayer and gives final blessings to the pilgrims. 

 

 



 

Different faiths, one beautiful journey together to build peace and unity among different 
religions with Fr. Micheal (standing left). 

 

 

 An invitation to attend the commemoration of the Centenary of the Baha’i Faith in Fiji. On 
28th April 2025 I had the privilege of attending the commemoration of the Centenary of the 
Baha’is Faith in Fiji. The event began with a warm welcome from the Baha’is community, 
followed by acknowledgments and an introduction to the devotions. A keynote address 
highlighted the significant impact of the Baha’is Faith in Fiji over the past century. An 
insightful audio presentation on community-building activities further showcased the 
contributions of the Baha’is community to the nation. The different faiths had attended 
mingled during refreshments, providing an opportunity for fellowship and further 
discussions as many were familiar faces and recognition of Columban Interreligious Dialogue 
were shared among each other also was the topic at the heart of different faiths. It was a 
meaningful and enriching experience, offering a glimpse into the enduring legacy of the 
Bahá'í Faith in Fiji. 

 

 

                                                                                               

Welcome and opening ceremony with a prayer.                       Members and faith leaders. 

 



 Women in Dialogue. Topic: Faith – based commemorating and Celebrating Diversity 2025 
National Girmit Day Celebration. On Thursday 15th May 2025 the Columban Interreligious 
Dialogue coordinator organised a meaningful spiritual gathering with women from different 
faiths in honour of Girmit Day to celebrate the rich diversity from diverse religious 
backgrounds to commemorate the heritage of the Girmitiyas. The event aimed to promote 
national unity, reconciliation, and peaceful coexistence through open dialogue and shared 
reflection in the communities. The women participated from various faith-based 
organization were from the Arya Samaj, Salvation Army Church, Shri Sanatan Dharm, The 
Catholic Church (catholic women’s league Suva, Holy Eucharist parish, St John Bosco parish, 
Immaculate Conception Lami parish), Fiji Muslim Women’s League, Bahai Faith and Pasifika 
Community University. These women of faith participated meaningfully with heartfelt 
contributions through prayers, hymns, scripture readings, personal testimonies on 
forgiveness and healing, as well as cultural performances, traditional attire exhibitions, and 
the shared history of the Girmit experience that fostered mutual respect, encouraged 
interfaith collaboration, and highlighted the importance of unity across communities. Almost 
eighty women attended this powerful gathering to mark Girmit Day. This gathering was not 
only a tribute to our past but also a step forward in building a more united, compassionate, 
and peaceful society. It reminded us that despite our diverse beliefs, we are stronger 
together through shared values and mutual respect. The Girmit Day Celebration concluded 
with refreshments, and with lively conversation. 

 

 

 

                                                                   

 

IRD coordinator for the Columban IRD ministry welcomes the women’s Interfaith group to 
the Girmit Day Celebration event.           



The Shri Sanatan Dharm ladies group celebrates through attire exhibition, cultural 
performance, storytelling role on Girmit Day. 

The group continues to share the history of Girmit Day and commemorating the culture 
and heritage. 



 

 

More Girmitya songs sung by the above group that reminded of the rich traditions of the 
community. 

 

 

 

The group of ladies from the Fiji Muslim League prayed, sang spiritual hymns on truth and 
reconciliation and shared stories and experiences on Girmit Day. 



The members from the Salvation Army prayed, reflected on themes of suffering, resilience 
and sang spiritual hymns for peace in our nation. 

 

The members from the Bahai Faith observed moments of silence for all ancestors, prayed 
and sang spiritual hymns on peace, love and unity to commemorate Girmit Day 
Celebration. 



Pasifika Community University: Dr. Melanie Barbato shares lessons learned from Fiji 
History to promote a deeper understanding of cultural diversity and national identity.  

 

 

 

The call of Jesus to love one another: members from Catholic Church shared through song 
for peace and unity, prayer and scripture text reflection on the importance of forgiveness, 
truth telling in catholic tradition. 



Women’s Interfaith group celebrates happy belated Mother’s Day and Girmit Day 
Celebrations. 

 

 Refreshments and lively conversation on memories of Girmit Day. 

 

 

Women from Shri Sanatan and 
Muslim community shares their 

costume attires. 



 

Women from various faiths came together to share their stories and experience, offering 
space for reflection, to promote Peace and national unity, and reconciliation through 
dialogue. 

 

Women’s Interfaith group: One heart-many faiths: Though our paths may differ, we are 
walking towards the same light. 

IRD Awareness in Catholic Schools: Promoting Interreligious Dialogue Awareness among 
Catholic Students in Ba. Institutions Involved: Xavier College -about 700 students. St. 
Teresa’s School (about 150 students - year 5 to Year 8). Votua Catholic School (about 90 
students - Year 5 to Year 8). On the 2oth and 21st of May, 2025, I initiated to foster 
awareness and understanding of interreligious dialogue among Catholic students in 
secondary and primary schools. The primary goal was to introduce the concept of 
interreligious dialogue, explain its significance in today’s multi-faith world, and encourage 
young people to become ambassadors of peace and cooperation across religious 
boundaries. The objective was to educate students about the concept and purpose of 
interreligious dialogue, to highlight the importance of respecting and understanding other 
faith traditions, to encourage practical ways of promoting peace, tolerance, and cooperation 
and to nurture a sense of global citizenship among Catholic students through interfaith 
engagement. 



The awareness sessions were conducted through interactive presentations that included: 
• Definition and core principles of interreligious dialogue. 
• Examples of interfaith cooperation. 
• The role of dialogue in reducing prejudice and promoting peaceful co-existence. 
• Simple practical applications, such as respectful conversations and joint community 

service. 
The students were demonstrated increased understanding of other religions and the value 
of dialogue and showed interest and willingness among students to be respectful and 
inclusive. The teachers expressed appreciation for the initiative and its alignment with values 
taught in Catholic education. I suggested to the teachers for a practical with the students 
and proposed ideas for future interfaith engagement activities within their schools/visiting 
worship places of various faiths.  
The Interreligious Dialogue Awareness Program served as a meaningful step towards 
fostering mutual respect and cooperation among young Catholic students. By promoting 
values of openness, empathy, and shared humanity, this initiative contributes to a more 
peaceful and united society. At the end of the session, the students hoped to be instruments 
of harmony in a diverse world, committed to listening, learning, and working together with 
others for the common good. May their faiths guide them in reaching out with love and 
compassion to our brothers and sisters of other traditions. At the end, the principal extends 
heartfelt thanks to IRD coordinator and the Columban’s for the inspiring and uplifting 
religious session. 
 
 
 

Photos: St. Teresa’s School. 

 

The teachers and students of St. Teressa’s School gathered to explore the significance of 
Interreligious dialogue. 

 

 

 



 

Students show keen interest in the role in fostering interfaith understanding. 

 

Saint Teresa’s school students united in peace with smiles is a way to bridge faiths.     

 

    

 Votua catholic primary students gather to learn about building respect among different 
religions.                                                



                                                                                               

 

Teachers and students share signs of peace after learning the meaning of Interreligious 
dialogue. 

 

Catholic Church in Votua Village named St. Columban Church. 

 

Xavier College students: their first lesson on Interreligious dialogue, smiles all around. 



Teachers and students assembled for IRD awareness session with hope to be instruments 
of harmony in a diverse world, and to work together with others for the common good. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Interreligious dialogue activities at Holy Family Parish, Schools, Nabala Parish priests, 
Catechists, youths and communities in Labasa. On 17th and 18th of July, I presented a follow-
up PowerPoint presentation on Interreligious Dialogue to both primary (year 6, 7 and 8) and 
secondary (years 9 to year 13) students. I engaged them in a meaningful discussion on 
interreligious dialogue, emphasizing the importance of mutual respect, understanding, and 
peaceful coexistence among people of different faiths. As part of this session, I introduced 
“The Golden Rule” poster which supports the Interfaith Dialogue with 13 sacred writings of 
13 faiths from various world religions that echo the universal principle, "Treat others as you 
want to be treated." By highlighting this shared moral teaching, I encouraged students to see 
the common values that unite diverse religious traditions, offering this simple principle as an 
effective and practical guide to help relate with people of different religions, cultures, 
ethnicity and backgrounds. Some students and teachers showed concern to join Interfaith 
Pilgrimage Walk the next day.  At the end, the students received The Golden Rule posters 
which will be passed to the prayer place for each classroom. A few pictures and videos were 
taken during the session where the students found the same values, mutual understanding, 
peace and compassion in 13 different religions and spiritualities can contribute to a more 
harmonious and inclusive society The Golden Rule Poster was introduced and encouraged 
for expanded outreach; this initiative laid a strong foundation for long-term interfaith 
cooperation and peacebuilding. 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Family Primary school students attend session to create peace, love and 
understanding among different religions. 

 
The students support “The Golden Rule” Poster: effective guide to relate with people of 
different religions. 

 
Students filled with excitement and looking forward to the follow up IRD awareness 
session on mutual understanding and respect. 

 
 



The Golden Rule Poster supports Interfaith dialogue:  it has sacred texts from 13 different 
religions which says the whole humanity shares so much in common. “Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.” 

 
 
With “The Golden Rule” Poster:  students support and recognize the dignity /values in 
different religions, irrespective of their faiths. 
 

 
 
 



Students explore wisdom on “The Golden Rule” same values that unite all faiths and build 
strong communities. 

 
 
 
Students capturing moments with symbols of peace that harmony and respect begin with 
each of us. 

 
Students share “The Golden Rule” is an excellent multi-faith resource, it binds us together, 
helps breakdown religious and culture barriers. 

 



 
Briefing on Women in Dialogue. (Women’s Interfaith Group). As part of ongoing mission 
efforts, On the 18th of July, I convened a group of women from the Holy Family Parish which 
included the Columban Companions in Mission (CCIM) members to reflect on formation of a 
Women’s Interfaith Group and Outreach on emerging needs within our community through 
Mercy and Kindness. As women are the hearts of the families, the aim for this initiative is to 
promote common humanity, harmony for a more peaceful world. Fr. Carlo also joined the 
meeting. During our gathering, a significant pastoral insight emerged: the need to form 
a Women's Interfaith Group committed to promoting understanding, unity, and collaborative 
action across faith traditions since it will be a gathering of different religions, cultures, and 
ages to meet in a spirit of solidarity and friendship. I shared to the CCIM members on the 
Suva women’s Interfaith group events done regarding the meetings, gatherings around 
themes of our different faiths and cultures, or issues that affect/impact women, 
communities, on work of mercy and the care for environment and for each other. Some 
religious festivals by women’s Interfaith group event are a powerful reminder that despite 
the differences that may divide us, there are countless shared values. The group identified 
this initiative as a concrete expression of our shared values rooted in compassion and 
dialogue. Alongside interfaith engagement, we discussed a clear call to reach out in works of 
mercy and kindness, especially to those who are marginalized or in need of accompaniment 
and support.  The CCIM members had joined the Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk to different 
worship places on the next day. 
 
 

    
 Columban Companions In Mission (CIM) members meeting with Fr. Carlo and IRD 
coordinator Ms. Pescila Magdalin briefs on “Women in Dialogue” to engage with people 
of other faiths to stand together as a light of hope for peace and harmony. 
 
                                                                                            



 
CCIM members gathered for their meeting and IRD session: to become peace builders in a 
divided world.  
 
 
Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk to five different worship places in Labasa. 
On Saturday 19th July, I organized a group of individuals from diverse religious backgrounds 
to visit five different places of worship: 

1. Then India Sanmarga Ikya. (TISI Sangam) 
2. Sikh Gurudwara Temple. 
3. Catholic church. (Holy family parish) 
4. Shri Sanatan Dharm. (Ram Mandir) 
5. The Fiji Muslim League Naseakula Mosque. 

 
 The purpose of this interfaith pilgrimage was to promote peace, mutual respect, and deeper 
understanding and common ground to build bridges among various faith communities. At 
each temple, a religious leader warmly welcomed us and shared insights into their culture, 
beliefs and practices. Thoughtful questions were asked by participants, encouraging open 
dialogue.  
The pilgrims understood differences by recognizing and respecting the values of various 
religions, found common ground, ways of building relationships and benefits tolerance and 
acceptance, encourages peaceful coexistence, fosters understanding and cooperation and 
can helps address social issues are the way forward to create peace in our nation. 
 
We concluded with collective prayers for peace and unity, and shared refreshments together. 
Almost 50 participants joined this powerful spiritual journey where everyone walked side by 
side, seeking God in their own unique ways. It was the first time for many to engage in 
Interreligious Dialogue and contribute towards a more harmonious inclusive society. Many 
participants expressed a strong desire for more of these interfaith encounters to break down 
barriers and create a more compassionate united community. 
 
 



Pilgrims at 1st destination: TISI Sangam with the religious leader explaining the practices 
and beliefs. 

        
The pilgrims enter the TISI Sangam temple.            The religious leader explains the beliefs 
to the pilgrims. 
 

          
Members praying for peace and understanding among all religions. Devotees tie cotton 
string around sacred tree to make prayer or wish.  

 
Fr. Carlo and Fr. Francis with the members from different religious backgrounds at the TISI 
temple. 
     



 
                                                                                                           

 
At TISI temple, the religious leader explains a Tulsi (plant) at the entrance is like a spiritual 
center for daily prayers. 
    
 
2nd destination: Pilgrims visits Sikh Gurudwara. 

    
Members from the Sikh Gurudwara shares their rich religious traditions with visiting 
pilgrims. 
 
 

   
Diverse faiths stand together front of Sikh temple celebrating unity and mutal respect. 
 
 



            
Respecting values of religion and fostering connection among individuals from diverse 
religions. 
 
 
 
 
3rd destination: Catholic Church (Holy Family Parish) 

  
Pilgrims join the Angelus Prayer while on their way to Holy Family Parish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Fr. Francis welcomes the members and explains the catholic teachings and practices.                                                                                        



 
Indside Holy Family Parish: The pilgrims from different religious backgrounds gathered to   
build relationships and peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
4th destination: Shri Sanatan Dharm Ram Mandir temple.

Fr. Carlo with pilgrims at the temple respecting the sacred place as an act of humility. 
 



   
A preacher shares the esence of Hindu practices and beliefs through words of spiritual 
guide. 
 

                                     
Sacred space: many forms of Divine reside in harmony.        Pilgrims join in prayer for 
peace.    
 
 
                                        

 
Different faiths, one spirit-united in respect, peace and understanding. 
 
 



 
5th desitnation: Naseakula Masjid (Mosque). 
 

 
Members from different faiths with open hearts and united in a moment of shared respect 
as they enter in the Mosque first time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Religious leaders explains the wisdom of Islam beliefs while pilgrims journey of interfaith 
understanding. 



 
 
 

 
Deep listening, learning and connecting-building bridges through different faiths. 
 
 
 
 

 
A sacred encounter meets compassion and faith meets friendship. 



 

 
A Christian and a Muslim religious leader meets and share sacred space can build bridges 
through mutual respect. 
 
 
 
Sharing my experience attending Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk to Nabela community on 
Sunday 20TH July 2025. The Sunday mass began at 11.00am by Fr. Francis in Naleba. He 
invited me to share on the opportunity I had to share in the Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk on 
Saturday to the community. I began with, it was an inspiring journey involving members of 
diverse religious communities. Together, we visited multiple places of worship, including a 
Mosque, a Hindu temple, Sikh Gurudwara, and Catholic Church. The walk fostered mutual 
understanding, respect, and meaningful conversations among people of different faiths. 
I also shared as a Christian, I found it especially moving to witness the hospitality extended 
by each faith community and to experience their sacred space deepened my own faith.  I 
shared these reflections and insights with members of the Naleba community to encourage 
deeper interfaith dialogue and greater appreciation for our shared values of peace, 
compassion, and unity. The Interfaith Pilgrimage Walk was a powerful reminder of how faith 
can bring us together rather than divide us.  I look forward to future initiatives that promote 
harmony through mutual respect and shared experiences, and invited the members of 
Naleba to join such Interfaith activities. At the end I thanked them for their active listening. 
 
 



             
Fr. Francis celebrates Mass in Naleba.                      My experience on Pilgrimage walk to 
members. 
                                                                                          
 
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN. (Nabala Parish) 
A power point presentation on Interreligious Dialogue Awareness Campaign was conducted 
to engage and educate key faith leaders and representatives in the northern region before 
their meeting. The initiative aimed to foster mutual respect, peaceful coexistence, and 
collaboration among diverse faith communities.  
Objectives of the Awareness Campaign: 

• To raise awareness about the importance of interreligious dialogue in fostering 
peace and understanding, to encourage religious leaders and community 
representatives to embrace inclusive practice, to promote the principle of the 
Golden Rule as a unifying moral guideline across faiths. 

• To urge participants to expand their influence (“enlarge the space of the tent”) 
through similar dialogues to serve the broader faith community and for the common 
good. 

The awareness session brought together Priests from various parishes in the northern 
region, Youth representatives, Catechism instructors and Parish Chairpersons were 
introduced to the concept and significance of interreligious dialogue.  
 Also, a presentation of “The Golden Rule” was conducted with a simple yet powerful 
resource that explained to the participants to broaden their outreach through welcoming 
diversity, building inclusive programs, and engaging in interfaith initiatives that promote 
peace, mutual respect and social harmony, shared values among different faith tradition was 
emphasized which can this can strengthen communities and support national unity. At the 
end, The Golden Rule poster was distributed widely to the group and they expressed their 
appreciation for the awareness initiative. 
 



Youth representatives from the Northern region attends the session on Interreligious 
Dialogue. 

           
 
 
IRD: fostering unity and shared commitment among Parish priests, Catechist, youths and 
chairpersons in the northern region.  
 

               
 
                                     
 
                                                                                                      
                                                       
 
 
 
 
The Golden Rule Poster was introduced and encouraged to the Catechist/members for 
expanded outreach, this initiative laid a strong foundation for long-term interfaith 
cooperation and peacebuilding. (A cornerstone for peaceful coexistence.) 
 

    
 



GALLERY INTERFAITH ACTIVITIES IN LABASA. 

 
Pilgrims outside the Mosque. 
 

 
A committee member from TISI welcomes the members from various faiths. 
 

                          
Sikh Gurudwara members treating refreshments.                            Naleba community. 



 
Students and teachers from Holy Family school looking forward to peacebuilding. 
 

 
 
Pilgrims treated with bottles of water by the Shri Sanatan community.during the walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catechist and members: Lets not only read the Golden Rule – let’s live it! 
 
 
 



GALLERY The Golden Rule Poster: 13 Sacred Scritptures an effective guide to foster good 
relationship with other faiths. 
 
 

    
 

 
 
Youth and Catechists gathered to hear 13 beautiful scriptures that guides the way we treat 
one another with love, kindness, respect, compassion and forgiveness. 
 
 
 



GALLERY More pictures: On IRD activities visiting places of worship, creating awareness on 
Interreligious Dialogue. 
 

                                                                                              
 

                  
                                                                                            

                    
 

                   
 
 Interreligious Awareness sessions to the parishioners at Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 
Saint Thomas Primary school in Lautoka. 
 On the 26th of October 2025, I visited the Catholic Church on the western side and 
conducted awareness sessions for priests and parishioners during both mass services. I had 
an excellent opportunity to foster such dialogue to the priests, parishioners and visitors 
through inclusive sermons, prayers, and community outreach that emphasize love and unity, 
and respect for all religions. At the same time, I also visited the Catholic primary school and 
conduced an awareness session. The “Golden Rule Poster” was introduced to the 
parishioners and students, this explains very well which consists of 13 different sacred texts 
which has same spiritual values, mutual understanding, Peace and compassion that relates 



with people from different religions. The students and parishioners found the session very 
educational and took notes during my sharing to deepen their understanding of faith and 
harmony.  
 
 

    
Ms. Pescila Magdalin creates an Interreligious dialogue awareness session to catholic 
parishioners, promoting understanding and unity across faiths.         
    

   
 
 

 
Saint Thomas primary school students attend session on Interreligious dialogue to create 
peace, love and understanding among different religions. 
 
 
 
 

With “The Golden Rule” 
Poster:  students support 

and recognize the 
dignity/values in different 
religions, irrespective of 

their faiths. 

 



Interreligious Dialogue: Creating awareness at Mt. St. Mary’s school, Nadi. 
On 5th of November 2025, I conducted an awareness session at Mt. St. Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School on the theme “Interreligious Dialogue” to the year 7 and 8 students. The aim 
of this program was to promote understanding, respect, and harmony among students of 
different faith traditions by highlighting the shared spiritual values found in all religions. In 
addition, I shared a presentation on Interfaith collaboration, explaining the meaning and 
importance of interreligious dialogue as a necessary condition for building mutual 
understanding and unity in a diverse society. Each text conveyed a common spiritual 
message of love, compassion, and respect for others, illustrating that all faiths uphold similar 
moral principles that foster peace and coexistence. 
 

 
 
 

                            
 
 
Pescila Magdalin. 
Columban IRD coordinator, Region of Oceania. 
29/12/025    
                    
      
   

                 
 

 

Caption: Primary school 
students introduced 

“The Golden Rule” to 
respect other religions 
and recognize shared 

moral values. 

 

From Mount Saint 
Mary’s school 
shares  her Hindu 
culture, tradition 
and faith. 


