
Report on Ecological Justice Initiatives in Lagi Village 

Date: September 27, 2024 
Location: Lagi Village, Dogotuki, Macuata 

Introduction 

On September 27, 2024, the Catholic Community of 
Lagi Village convened a pivotal workshop focused on 
ecological justice, addressing urgent environmental 
challenges affecting the local ecosystem. This 
gathering marked a concerted effort by residents to 
engage in meaningful discussions about the 
deterioration of their surroundings and the impact 
of human activity. 

Key Environmental Issues 

The workshop revealed several pressing environmental concerns: 

Deforestation 

Participants identified deforestation as a significant threat to their community. The clearing 
of forests for agriculture and development not only depletes natural resources but also 
disrupts local wildlife habitats. A local leader emphasized the forests' crucial role, stating, 
“Our forests are vital for maintaining the balance of our ecosystem. Their loss means the loss 
of biodiversity and resources for future generations.” 

Pollution 

Pollution emerged as another critical issue, particularly regarding the rivers and seas vital 
for the community's livelihood. Villagers reported increased waste dumping in these 
waterways, resulting in contamination that adversely affects marine life. Youth leader 
Militoni passionately articulated the community’s concern, declaring, “Our seas are sacred 
to us, but they are becoming lifeless. We need to take action to protect them.” 



Commitment to Action 

The workshop underscored the villagers' dedication to advocacy and sustainable practices. 
Various initiatives were proposed to combat environmental degradation, including: 

 Reforestation Projects: Plans to plant trees and restore natural habitats. 
 Community Clean-Up Days: Organized efforts to clean polluted areas. 
 Educational Programs: Initiatives aimed at raising awareness about pollution and its 

consequences. 

Laisa, a representative from the Women’s Group, highlighted their participation in the “Job 
for Nature” program under the Ministry of Finance, which aims to increase tree planting in 
the village. 

Moral Responsibility 

Apete Visisio, a local catechist and ecological 
justice advocate, reinforced the moral 
obligation to care for the environment. He 
stated, “As stewards of God’s creation, it is 
our duty to protect the land and water that sustains us. This workshop is just the beginning 
of our journey towards healing our environment.” 

Collaboration and Future Goals 

The Catholic Community of Lagi Village intends to collaborate closely with local government 
and environmental organizations to implement the proposed initiatives. Their efforts aim to 
foster cooperation among neighbouring villages and create a sustainable future that honours 
both cultural heritage and the natural world. 

Conclusion 

The proactive stance of Lagi Village serves as a 
powerful reminder of the importance of local 
action in the face of global environmental 
challenges. Through solidarity and shared 
purpose, the community aims not only to 
restore their environment but also to inspire 
others to join the movement for ecological 
justice. Their commitment exemplifies the 
strength of grassroots advocacy and the vital 
role of community engagement in addressing 
environmental issues. 

 


